SONDERA BIBLICAL STORIES - LEADER SESSION PLAN

The Unsent Apology

Acceptance - Story 2

Grace that makes room for responsibility
45-minute session - About 20 minutes to prepare
Story-based Bible discussions for older teens and adults (16+).

Help participants distinguish freedom from condemnation in Christ from avoiding a real wrong, and
consider honest apology, repair and patience.

Read Romans 8:1 (NIV) on BibleGateway

By the end of the session
* Distinguish naming a specific wrong from treating a whole life as permanently condemned.
* |dentify the separate parts of an honest account, apology and practical repair.

* Explain why Tessa’s response and timing belong to her.

Before your group meets
* Read the linked NIV Scripture passage and the Scripture context in this guide.

* Preview the story’s narrated path or interactive edition. Choose one format for the group; allow 15
minutes.

* For shared viewing, arrange a screen and sound. For interactive reading, use one shared device or
invite pairs to read on their own phones.

* Print page 4 of the PDF for each participant, or invite them to use their own paper. Bring pens and
choose three discussion questions.

A 45-minute plan

Time Lead the group through

0-4 min Welcome and open the conversation
4-9 min Read and observe Scripture

9-24 min Watch or read one complete path
24-32 min Explore the three choices

32-42 min Discuss and connect

42-45 min Reflect and close

Watch the story - Read and make choices - Open this guide online
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SONDERA BIBLICAL STORIES - DISCUSSION & FACILITATOR NOTES

Lead the conversation

Acceptance - Story 2

Open with this question

What makes it difficult to send a message when you know you owe someone an apology?

Participants may pass on a question or discuss the characters instead of sharing a personal experience.

Read and observe Scripture
Read Romans 8:1 (NIV) on BibleGateway

Romans 8:1 places freedom from condemnation in relation to belonging to Christ. In this story, that
freedom gives Marcus courage to name his wrongdoing. It does not make his silence harmless, repair
Tessa’s reputation by itself, or require her to feel ready to trust him.

In whom does Paul locate freedom from condemnation? How might that starting point change
someone’s willingness to face a real wrong?

Discuss and connect - 10 minutes

Choose three questions. Invite observations from the Scripture passage and the story.

1. What did Marcus do, and what did his silence cost Tessa?
2. How did staying away affect Marcus and the people trying to welcome him?

3. What is the difference between “l did something wrong” and treating that wrong as a permanent
verdict about your whole life?

4. Why does Dana need a specific account rather than a general apology?

5. What is Marcus asking of Tessa when he seeks immediate reassurance? What changes when he
respects her request for time?

6. Which practical repair does Marcus follow through on? What remains unresolved at the ending?

Keep these distinctions clear

* Keep both actions clear: Marcus made the double booking and let Tessa take the blame. Grace
supports an accurate account rather than minimizing either action.

* Do not turn Tessa’s forgiveness into a deadline or an obligation to comfort Marcus. Trust can take
longer to rebuild than it takes to apologize.

* The story preserves uncertainty. Marcus returns to the group and makes repairs without earning
acceptance in Christ through those repairs or guaranteeing the relationship will recover immediately.

Suggested closing prayer

Father, help us receive grace in Christ and tell the truth about our actions. Give us courage to make repairs,
patience with another person’s response, and willingness to rebuild trust through what we do. Amen.
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SONDERA BIBLICAL STORIES - GROUP ACTIVITY - 8 MINUTES

Explore the choices

Acceptance - Story 2

Read each decision and its two options. In pairs, name the understandable motive behind each option
and the cost it carries. Share which response you would explore and why. The consequences below
include spoilers; use them after the story.

Allow about two minutes per decision, then share one observation together. Choices change conversations and
consequences; Christ is the foundation of the character’s belonging.

1. What will he do with the invitation?

Marcus wants to spare the group an awkward evening. Part of him also wants someone to know how far away he
has been feeling.

Stay away for another evening Attend quietly and listen

Avoid a conversation before he feels ready, while Accept a place without pretending he is ready to
leaving Renee to wonder how he is doing. explain everything, though being seen may feel
What happens: Staying home brings brief relief but difficult.

extends Marcus's isolation. Renee reaches out What happens: Marcus makes a small visit and
without demanding an explanation. listens. He accepts a place in the room without

pretending he is ready to explain everything.

2. How much of the truth will he name?

His written account is complete. Speaking it aloud could change what Dana thinks of a volunteer she has relied
on for years.

Begin with a general apology Admit the booking and the silence
Try to keep the meeting manageable without Give Dana the facts needed to correct the record,
repeating every painful detail, at the risk of leaving while accepting that trust may change.

the blame unclear. What happens: Dana receives the facts needed to

What happens: Dana cannot correct the record from correct Tessa’s part in the record. Marcus accepts the
the general apology. Marcus must then name his uncomfortable silence without defending his
booking and his silence. reputation.

3. What will he ask of Tessa now?

Tessa has said she needs time. Marcus wants to know whether the distance between them will ever close.

Ask whether she can forgive him now Give her time and make the repair

Seek an answer to the uncertainty he fears, though Respect what she has asked for and follow through,
the question may put his comfort on Tessa. without knowing when their friendship will feel

What happens: Tessa has to restate her boundary. different.

Marcus recognizes the pressure, apologizes and What happens: Marcus follows through without asking
returns to the agreed repair. for a promise about the friendship. Tessa retains

room to decide what comes next.
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SONDERA BIBLICAL STORIES - PARTICIPANT WORKSHEET

The Unsent Apology

Acceptance - Story 2
Name (optional): Date:
Read Romans 8:1 (NIV) on BibleGateway

Jot notes as you watch or read and during the discussion. Finish by choosing one small next step. Personal
answers do not need to be shared.

1. What did you notice in the Scripture passage?

2. What pressure was the main character facing?

3. Choose one decision. What motive and consequence did you notice?

4. What is one small next step you could take this week?

Take this question with you

What would taking responsibility look like if you stopped treating your past as a permanent sentence?

Grace can enable someone to take responsibility without making self-punishment their identity. Another person’s
forgiveness may take longer than the apology.

Using Marcus or a fictional example, draft an apology that names the action, its effect and one practical repair.
Leave the recipient free to respond in their own time.

Read or replay the story
Scan to open the interactive story. Print page 4 for your group.
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